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Exhibition Background  

IMAGINE is a small, not-for-profit 
organisation that ran art workshops in the 
Calais ‘Jungle’ in 2016. The Protestimony 
exhibition is the fulfilment of IMAGINE’s 
commitment to use the artwork created in 
these workshops as a form of political 
activism: as protest, advocacy and 
awareness-raising. Protestimony is a 
visual and interactive art exhibition that 
aims to communicate an alternative 
narrative about the “refugee crisis” to a 
diverse audience in the UK and France. 
Protestimony challenges the 
dehumanising and depoliticising anti-
refugee and migrant rhetoric of 
mainstream media using artworks and 
other material created by refugees who 
lived in the Calais Jungle. 

Protestimony is coordinated by Lujza 
Richter, Hari Reed and Marthe Chabrol. 
Lujza, Hari and Marthe taught French, 
English and music at the Jungle Books 
Library and School in Calais in 2016, 
alongside the IMAGINE art workshops. 
After witnessing the resourcefulness and 
resilience of the adults and children in the 
camp, they worked to facilitate a platform 
for refugees to communicate their views – 
personal and political, controversial and 
banal – to their host communities in 
France and the UK. The form and ethic of 
the exhibition has been developed in 
conjunction with former Jungle residents 
from various backgrounds. This means 
that the focus of Protestimony is not on 
what refugees experienced in Calais, but 
how refugees choose to interpret and 
communicate what they experienced in 
Calais.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



	

3	
	

By displaying refugees’ artwork and 
reflecting their views about the Jungle, the 
exhibition is also a reflection on the 
information we receive in the UK about 
refugees, the names and terms used to 
describe refugees, and the specific 
exclusionary narrative this promotes. The 
exhibition reminds visitors that refugees 
are political beings, who should not be 
reduced in simplified accounts either to 
victims or perpetrators. This 
communication of the creative products 
and opinions of refugees intends to reduce 
isolation, stigma and discrimination at a 
community level by challenging these 
over-simplified media narratives. 

As the name suggests, Protestimony both 
records something about refugees in the 
Jungle, and engages with the problem of 
representing refugees in the current 
political context. The exhibition is self-
referential, and places different 
representational strategies alongside one 
another to demonstrate that there is no 
simple ‘truth’ about the refugee crisis. 
Protestimony features documentaries, 
maps, poems, paintings, sculptures and 
illustrations alongside interactive art and 
music projects developed and delivered by 
former ‘Jungle’ residents. The artwork is 
displayed inside makeshift shelters, 
constructed just as they were in the Jungle. 
This provides an interactive experience, 
while emphasising the ethical limitations 
of this type of witnessing. 

Protestimony is also a record of the work 
done by grassroots organisations in the 
Jungle. The role of volunteers is presented 
in a way that allows visitors to reflect on 
the strengths and weaknesses of charity 
work in Calais, now that the camp has 
been destroyed.  
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The iconic Refugee Info Bus will provide 
legal information about asylum, as it did in 
the Jungle. Alongside this, a Jungle-style 
shop will sell products associated with 
various organisations still active in Calais, 
such as Help Refugees and Phone Credit 
for Refugees and Displaced People. 

The exhibition is designed to be flexible 
and self-contained, so that it may adapt to 
non-traditional exhibition spaces and thus 
reach broader audiences. Protestimony 
aims to promote local community 
engagement in refugee issues above more 
detached national involvement. By 
providing information about volunteering 
opportunities with regard to refugees, 
Protestimony also generates interest and 
encourages involvement in a range of 
social groups. Most importantly, the 
exhibition reminds visitors that the 
refugees who formerly lived in the Jungle 
have not disappeared, but are stuck in 
limbo throughout France or sleeping rough 
in Calais. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Protestimony will run at The Summerhall 
in Edinburgh during the length of the 
Fringe Festival, from 4-28th August 2017. 
As the Edinburgh Fringe is the busiest 
festival in the world, exhibits there reach a 
very wide audience. This means that the 
exhibition’s work towards changing the 
attitudes of the British public towards 
refugees will have a broad impact. The 
director of the Summerhall estimates that 
5000 people will visit the exhibition every 
day: 120,000 over the whole period. 
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Projects and Artists  
 
 
The following are a selection of the artists whose work will be featured in the  Protestimony 
exhibition.  
 
 
Basel Zaraa: Artist  
 
Basel Zaraa is a performer, graphic artist and percussionist originally from 
Palestine, who grew up in Yarmouk refugee camp in Syria. Basel has legal 
status in the UK. Along with Tania El Khouri, Basel developed an 
interactive storytelling piece called "As far as my fingertips take me.." where 
the viewer, wearing a headset and lending his arm to be drawn on, is taken on 
the journey of a refugee fleeing his home. This compelling piece will be 
showcased as part of our exhibition for five days in August, with continuous 
performances throughout the day.  
 
Adrien Weber: Illustrator/Animator 
 
Adrien is a French illustrator based between Paris and Strasbourg, home to the 
European court of human rights. In our attempt to address, through the art work 
and the curation, fundamental concepts about human rights, state/statelessness  
in an accessible way, Adrian has been commissioned to produce for  
'Protestimony' a series of three video animations around the following themes : 
- What is a human ? (A reflection on what makes a politicised human being ) 
- The sensitivity of language around the refugee crisis 
- Portrayals of refugee in the 21st century 
 
Mani Darjazi: Illustrator (Commissioned Artist)  
 
Mani is an Iranian calligrapher, illustrator and satirical cartoon artist. Mani 
was born in Tehran and has a BA in Fine art and an MA in animation. 
We have commissioned Mani for 'Protestimony' and he will be collaborating 
with us on to produce a graphic and poetic account of the journey of a refugee 
in the format of short animations. 
 
Jungle Eye: Photographer (Collaborating Artist)  
 
Jungle Eye is a collective of photographers that was created in the Jungle. 
Séverine Sajous, photographer, and Julie Brun, architect, launched this 
participatory photographic project- We will be selecting some photographs  
to be part of 'Protestimony'. 
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Babak Inaloo: Poet/ Photographer 
 
Babak Inaloo is a photographer and poet from Iran who after spending 8  
Months in the Calais Jungle was one of the few offered a place at Lille  
University. A collection of his poems will be featured in 'Protestimony': 
some will be written on the tarpaulin covering the 12 shelters built for our 
exhibition and some in a volume made especially for the exhibition, available  
in a few copies. 
 
Idres: Painter (Commissioned Artist)  
 
Idres is an unaccompanied minor from South Sudan who was reunited with 
his uncle in Manchester under the government scheme last September. He is 
16 years old and extremely talented and has always dreamt of becoming an 
artist. We met him at our workshops in the Calais Jungle and were blown away 
by his imagination and creativity. Following his initiative and idea, Idres will  
work on a series of paintings and drawings, of varied formats and materials, on  
the subject of the forest, where hundreds of unaccompanied children sleep rough 
in Calais. Idres has a natural and intuitive understanding of textures and  
combination. His style is versatile and, of course, still very young. We are also  
collaborating with Idres on different ideas for our poster, due to be submitted to  
the Summerhall in July. 
 
Tomo Brody: Documentary Maker (Collaborating Artist) 
 
Tomo Brody, along with Juliet Stevenson, recorded during their time spent in 
the Calais jungle , voices while only filming the people's hands. The result is an 
incredibly intimate and compelling collection of testimonies. The full 
documentary is called "Humans after all, Voices from Calais". Tomo and Juliet 
will edit a special cut, with yet unreleased footage for 'Protestimony' and the 
documentary will be featured continuously in one of the Documentary shelters. 
 
Sayed Habib Sadat (Habib): Sculptor (Commissioned Artist)  
 
Habib is an Afghan mosaïc artist by profession. He is also a fine sculptor and 
clay artist. We have commissioned Habib to create a set of sculptures to be 
exhibited at 'PROTESTIMONY'. 
 
Tom Hatton: Photographer (Collaborating Artist)  
 
Tom Hatton is a RCA photographer graduate who spent some time in the  
Calais Jungle. Some of his stills will be exhibited in 'Protestimony'. 
to be part of 'Protestimony'. 
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Artwork Sample  

These are a selection of IMAGINE’s artwork collection. These pictures were painted by 

refugees in the Calais Jungle during IMAGINE workshops in July, August and September 

2016.  
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Partners  

Refugee Info Bus   Collaborator: Legal information, donation of bus  
 
Summerhall Edinburgh  Producer: Marketing campaign / free use of venue, providing 

two part time staff 
 
Paper People Project  Collaborator: On-site free collaborative project  
 
Scottish Refugee Council Collaborator: local refugee information 
 
RE-ACT Edinburgh  Collaborator: community organisation helping us to reach 

audiences and participants 
 
Migration Museum Project   Senior curation advisor. Selling our cards at museum 
 
Good Chance Theatre  Sector Support: Jungle virtual reality device and programme 
 
Mapfugees   Sector Support: Technical consultant providing specialist  

support in technology tech, online publisher, online Jungle 
application designer 

 
Institut Français Local authority helping us reach audiences, marketing, 

campaign team and consultancy. 
 
UCL Refugee Hosts  Collaborator: literary projects with refugees   
 
UEA Refugee History Refugee statistics and demographics  
 
Amnesty Norwich   Sector Support: Campaign advice and publicity  
 
Tchai Ovna   Community organisation providing support in kind 

(free staff time, consultancy for building shelters/planning) and  
organising 2 fundraising events at Tchai Ovna venue (Glasgow) 

 
Matthew Plowright Sector support : specialist press, media, publishing, press 

releases 
 
Mary Hill Integration Network Helping us reach local audiences and participants, support    
                                                in kind (staff time) 
 
Matt King  Providing business support : consultancy in accounting/ 

bookkeeping  
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Website and Social Media  
 
Website: http://www.assoimagine.com/ 
  

  
 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/imaginecalais/ 
 

 
 
Twitter:@ImagineAsso 
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Exhibition Locations  

Current:  

A selection of IMAGINE artwork 
is currently being exhibited at the 
Migration Museum in Lambeth.  
http://www.migrationmuseum.org/ 
 

 
 
 

Confirmed:  
  

 
 
4-28 August 2017: Summerhall,  
Edinburgh Fringe Festival  
https://www.summerhall.co.uk/ 
 

 

 

Expected:  

• 19th- 25th June 2017: Norwich, Amnesty Intl Refugee Week  

• 17th-24th Nov 2017: Norwich, Being Human Festival  
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Curation Questionnaire: Template   

QUESTIONNAIRE  
EDINBURGH FRINGE EXHIBITION 2017 

To be translated into Farsi, Pashto, Arabic, Eritrean, Amharic.  
 
 

We are starting to organise an exhibition on the CALAIS JUNGLE, which will launch in 
August 2017. We want to tell and show the world what happened there, the good and the 
bad. We think that it is important to remember this fact of history so we can hold people in 

power accountable in the future and try to persuade governments to learn from their 
mistakes - not only repeat them. It is the first project like this, with the objective of bringing 
together as many of the organisations, projects and people as possible, to reflect on, and 

learn from, the strengths and weaknesses of the Jungle camp.  
 

We are volunteers from France and England and we can only speak about the Jungle from 
our point of view. But to make this exhibition truly representative of what the Jungle was, we 

need your point of view and ours to come together, like it did in the Jungle. We have 
prepared some questions to give you a chance to share your opinions about the Jungle, so 

that the camp is honestly represented from the refugee and volunteer point of view. You 
don’t have to answer all of the questions, and all your responses will be anonymous - we’d 
love to hear your honest opinions, anything you’d like to mention, positive and negative, so 

we can make the exhibition as accurate as possible.  
 

If you have any questions, please email: imagineasso.info@gmail.com and ask us in any 
language, and share this questionnaire with anyone you know who wants their opinions 

about the Jungle to be heard. Thank you. 
 
Personal 
 
1.What is your nationality?  
  
2. How long did you stay in the Calais Jungle? 
 
3. Where are you living now? 
 
4. Do you think an exhibition to remember the Jungle is a good idea, or not? 
 
Your experience in the Jungle  
 
1.What do you remember most about the Jungle? 
 
2.How would you describe your time in the Jungle? 
 
3.Did you learn anything from living in the Jungle? 
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Remembering the Jungle  
 
1. Do you think it’s important for people in France and the UK to remember the Jungle?  
 
2.If yes, why is it important ?  
 
3.What about the Jungle do you think should be remembered? 
 
4.Do you think anything was achieved in the Jungle? 
 
5.What do you want people in the UK to leave the exhibition knowing about the Jungle? 
 
6.What do you want people in the UK to leave the exhibition knowing about refugees?  
  
7.How do you want people in the UK to feel when they leave the exhibition?  
 
8. If visitors to the museum were to donate money to support refugees, where do you think 
they should donate it? 
 
9.If you could tell a politician in the UK one thing about the Jungle, what would it be? 
 
10.What could aid workers learn from the Jungle to improve refugee camps in the future?  
 
Is there anything you would like to add? 
 
When you have finished the questionnaire, please send it to  
 
imagineasso.info@gmail.com 
 
Thank you for your time 
 

 

 

 

 

 



	

13	
	

Curation Questionnaire: Baraa (age 33) 

QUESTIONNAIRE  
EDINBURGH FRINGE EXHIBITION 2017 

 
 
Personal 
 
1.What is your nationality?  
 
Syrian  
 
3. Where are you living now? 
 
London  
 
4. Do you think an exhibition to remember the Jungle is a good idea, or not? 
 
We don't need exhibitions to remember the jungle coz we would never forget it but what we 
need is exhibitions to rise awareness about the refugee crisis and specially about the jungle 
because it's not an official camp and it's really important to show the people how the jungle 
looked like and what kind of experience the people had over there. 
 

Remembering the Jungle  

1. If visitors to the museum were to donate money to support refugees, where do you 
think they should donate it? 
 

who wanna donate should know for what he is donating for example if he went to the 
exhibition and wanted to donate to support the people of the jungle whether they are still in 
Calais or in the U.K. The donation should go to these people and not go to charities working 
with refugees in Greece or turkey for example coz the needs the refugees need is different in 
each country and the challenges they are facing are different. 
 
11.What could aid workers learn from the Jungle to improve refugee camps in the future?  

first the aid worker should know why they going to volunteer in Calais and for what coz it's 
not about themselves it's about the refugees who are there, so they should use the word I less. 
If you going to Calais to be something you wrote on your CV so don't go , if you going coz 
you think it would be cool experience don't go . If you going to document your journey and 
how human you are don't go. 
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Curation Questionnaire: Sajjad (age 19) 

 
QUESTIONNAIRE  

EDINBURGH FRINGE EXHIBITION 2017 
 

Personal 
 
1.What is your nationality?  
	
Afghanistan  
	
2. How long did you stay in the Calais Jungle?  
 
11 months 
 
3. Where are you living now?  
 
Paris 
 
4. Do you think an exhibition to remember the Jungle is a good idea, or not?  
 
Yes 
 
Your experience in the Jungle 
 
1.What do you remember most about the Jungle?  
 
I cant’ say I remember only one special thing, because I have too much memories from 
jungle and always I remember them! Also because I was with my family and It was really 
hard to be over there for a family like us and I can remember when I was going to try alone or 
with my family! My friends! I had a lot of friends in jungle and now most of them are in 
England and I don’t have news from some of them! The horrible thing that always I 
remember it, is the guy from Sudan who died by car accident(in the traffic of cars) only 2 
meters before me in the highway near jungle! 
 
2.How would you describe your time in the Jungle? 
 
A terrible place where you can you get too much experiences about life, And you can 
discover the real faces from many people, My meaning of saying people is Your friends, 
family, the people from government, 
 
3.Did you learn anything from living in the Jungle? 
 
Yes, I could learn good English, little bit French, And as i said before too much experiences 
about life that they never happened for me already! 



	

15	
	

Remembering the Jungle 
 
1.Do you think it’s important for people in France and the UK to remember the Jungle? 
 
I think yes! But just only for the people who care about it! 
 
2.If yes, why is it important ? 
 
Because it was one of the terrible thing that could happened for the humans who have no help 
from no where! And they should learn from it and they should not let it happen again! 
 
3.What about the Jungle do you think should be remembered? 
 
The violence from Police mens! The relationship between the people who come from 
different countries and they were in a same place by one goal and they were helping each 
other in the bad moments! The volunteers and the way that they were helping! 
 
4.Do you think anything was achieved in the Jungle? 
 
Yes some people who wanted to go to england they could arrived to their goals just after 
standing for a time in jungle! And I could see people were learning about the different 
nationality and how to be with together! 
 
5.What do you want people in the UK to leave the exhibition knowing about the Jungle? 
 
I want them to know that all the countries are in a one earth! By one sky, one ground,And we 
are all humans and it doesn’t matter people come from where and it’s only the borders that 
they are making the countries different but they can’t make the people different and we are 
all humans and we should help each other in difficult times! And it was really shame that 
somewhere like jungle in Calais exist already and still many people they don’t know about it! 
And we should not let it happen again! 
 
6.What do you want people in the UK to leave the exhibition knowing about refugees? 
 
As I said before juts it’s the borders that they are making the countries different but not the 
humans! Refugees are humans just they had problems in their countries because of some 
stupid people and they couldn’t stay over there anymore and now just they need the helps 
from other humans and just they wanna feel safe and make a new life and they never wanna 
hurt someone because they felt already how is hurting from other people! 
 
7.How do you want people in the UK to feel when they leave the exhibition? 
 
I want them to think about what they saw and what they heard and learn about the mistakes 
that their government are doing! And also how to comparing people! 
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9. If visitors to the museum were to donate money to support refugees, where do you think 
they should donate it? 
 
I think that they should donate it to the right associations who are helping the refugees who 
are still in some where like jungle in Calais and they need help 
 
10.If you could tell a politician in the UK one thing about the Jungle, what would it be? 
 
Shame on you! 
 
11.What could aid workers learn from the Jungle to improve refugee camps in the future? 
 
Many thins! Basically people learned about the mistakes in the jungles and they will not let 
them happen again! One of them is to care more about families and children because they 
need more to care about them than others! And also caring more about the health of people! 
And also make the security safer! 
 
Is there anything you would like to add? 
 
No that’s it! Thank you! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


